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Turning the page on inequality

CNIB is calling on the government to turn the page on inequality by funding nationwide library services for blind and partially sighted Canadians.  

The charity operates Canada’s largest library of braille and accessible audio books, newspapers and magazines, funded entirely through donations. It recently announced it can no longer sustain the $10 million annual operating cost of the service without support from all levels of government.
For John M. Rafferty, President and CEO of CNIB, it’s a human rights issue.

“If you can read print, you have access to a first-class public library system that’s funded by taxpayers. Canadians with vision loss should have the same opportunity,” he says. “Disability should not dictate whether the government supports your right to read.”
CNIB is calling on Canadians to visit www.cnib.ca/righttoread, where they can send a letter asking Canada’s Prime Minister and premiers to fund accessible library services, and spread the word about the campaign to their contacts.
Rafferty notes that Canada is, in fact, the only G-8 country that does not publicly fund any library services for people with vision loss.

“It’s unacceptable that this progressive country has a two-tiered system when it comes to accessing books and information,” he says. “Let’s close the book on this kind of discrimination, so that everyone can enjoy the opportunities and benefits literacy brings.”

For more information and to get involved, please visit www.cnib.ca/righttoread.  
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