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Not Just a Nobel Cause


Betty Nobel has it all. Her life includes a thriving career at Vancouver Community College, a busy family with two children and two grandchildren, and a lifelong devotion to learning and volunteerism.

Reading is at the core of these activities. However, without government funding for accessible library services, Nobel - who is blind - could find the future much more difficult.

To ensure Betty can continue to enjoy her right to read, CNIB is calling on all Canadians to visit www.cnib.ca/righttoread, where they can join a campaign urging the government to fund library services for people with vision loss.   

“I have a right to a good library service just as any Canadian does,” says Nobel, who relies on the charitably-funded CNIB Library in almost every aspect of life.

In the mornings, Betty chooses local and international newspaper stories to be read aloud digitally through the CNIB Library digital portal, discussing them with her husband over coffee before catching the bus to work.

There, she relies on a combination of braille books, electronic texts and digital audio formats – from the CNIB Library – to conduct her classes.  On the way home, she often listens to a book chosen by her book club.  

Many evenings are spent reading to her grandchildren with special printbraille books borrowed from the library – Betty reads from a braille overlay in the book, while her grandchild follows along.

Its Betty’s hope the federal government and all the provinces will help CNIB keep blind and partially sighted Canadians reading. 
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